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Why an

because BCGEU members
are part of a global

community;

concerns over human rights,

social justice;

for bread and

because our |

members provide impacted by
developments in other countries; and

International focus?

£ -
BCGEU president Darryl Walker, Colombian

" union activist Fernanda Bolafios, and BCGEU VP
butter reasons y Lorene Oikawa.

lobs and services BCGEU




Why an international focus?

‘best practices’ to gain new
iIdeas from the experiences
of other unions/community
and organizations;

L

ol E.
BCGEU president Darryl Walker, Colombian

activist Fernanda Bolafios, and BCGEU VP
Lorene Oikawa.
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How are we involved?

* the CLC speaks officially
for Canadian labour inter-
nationally;

 all major Canadian unions
h ave SOl I d arlty fu n d S an d Café Etico coffee growers Lesbia SicaMorales,
committees; Nicaragua meet with BCGEU's VP Colleen Jones

and Nancy Gillis.

« we build relationships through
projects with unions and community;
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How are we involved?

 collaboration with
Canadian-based groups
and funding for their
targeted projects in different
parts of the world;

(] e m e rg e n Cy h u m an Itarl an Café Etico coffee growers sti Sica M-(I)ales,

left from Guatemala, and Dofia Chon, right from

Nicaragua meet with BCGEU'’s VP Colleen Jones

a.SS I Stan Ce . and Nancy Gillis.
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BCGEU IntSol Committee

formed in 1999 by
convention resolution:;

chaired by member of the
Provincial Executive;

other committee reps drawn L : |
from PE, rank and flle; International Women’s Day rally Managua

Nicaragua, with BCGEU IWD poster at right.
staff support assigned.
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Terms of reference

e boost awareness of inter-
national iIssues within the
union and community;

e broaden contact and
cooperation with women
and men in other countries:

e Involve Iinterested members
In Internatlonal SOIIdarIty along the Thai/Burma border.
activities,exchange Visits;

Burma Labour Solidarity Organization members
and Thai workers attend a solidarity conference
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Terms of reference

e work to improve education,
social justice, trade union
rights, human rights and
living standards of people
In other countries;

* develop proposals for the
Provincial Executive for
p rOJ eCtS to fu n d fro m O u r Burma Labour Solidarity Organization members
SOI Id arlty fu n d ; and Thai workers attend a solidarity conference

along the Thai/Burma border.
e program administration.




Our solidarity fund

e 10 cents per member per
month designated by
convention to fund
projects and activities;

".;:’4.\_ = " b o
e el = (L
° abo ut $80 OOO an n u al I . Stephen Lewis meets with grannies who care for
) y1 the grandchildren orphaned by HIV/AIDS at a

hospital in Lesotho. Anuroita Bains photo.

e named after retired treasurer Diane Wood,
who was deeply committed to expanding
the union’s international links.
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Our projects

MEC

Maria Elena Cuadra

Movement for Employed

and Unemployed Women,
Nicaragua http://www.mec.org.ni/

. Ll e
Nicaraguan women attending MEC congress in
Managua. MEC has worked diligently to improve

women’s incomes and rights on the job and in the

helps organize/empower SBTI
women to deal with discrimination in the
family, the workplace and society in general;
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Our Projects

MEC

Maria Elena Cuadra

Movement for Employed

and Unemployed Women,
Nicaragua http://www.mec.org.ni/

has had significant SUCCESS e uec e o sigeny o mpove
winning legal protections for <™

women workers in Nicaragua’'s maquila
factories—modern day sweatshops owned by

multinationals.
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Our Projects

Honduran Women’s
Collective (CODEMUH)

campaigned successfully to
amend that country’s labour - pi.
code to strengthen health ... e veronmn

and safety protections for  ELE A
women workers in maquilas;
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Our Projects

Honduran Women'’s
Collective (CODEMUHR)

e provides training programs
on labour rights, domestic
violence, and health and T
safety. hoali and safety iraining for women 1o make ther

work safer in foreign owned maquila factories.
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Our Projects

APSIES

El Salvador Rural Health Initiatives

soclal services and health care

aren’t offered Iin rural areas In
El Salvador:

APSIES offers a variety of
programs including health
promotion, community rolotaue, El Selvador
development and prevention

of domestic violence.
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Our Projects

NOMADESC

Association for Investigation
and Social Action, Colombia
provides human rights

training for public sector
trade union Members and  Bote e o s o o Coomb & g oot
community activists in

Colombia’s second biggest @t
city, Cali.
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Our Projects

e Partners in the Horn
of Africa, Ethiopia

www.partnersinthehorn.orqg/

e Canadian-based NGO that
focuses on INfrastructure e o s
iImprovement, health and communiics ore soower T ke
welfare and women’s anti-poverty projects in
Ethiopia;

 much of its work Is In rural areas.

BCGEU International Solidarity Committee '

aa e g R il o i ™ R e
I!_:i'-" - B "l".‘f:r'-"lI . e : [l




Our Projects

Stephen Lewis Foundation §

www.stephenlewisfoundation.orq/

supports community-based
organizations that are turning -
the tide of HIV/AIDS In Africa; &/

Children gather at a mental health healing service
near Johannesburg for AIDS/HIV orphans.

focus on funding programs  vuizwarshai proco.
that care for women who are ill, helps orphans
and AlDS-affected children, and supports

grandmothers who care for their orphan
grandchildren.




Our Projects

Burma Labour

Solidarity Organization
www.burmasolidarity.org/

the organization provides
support for Burmese symss i gamentacon v e
workers to protect their e
rights and living standards in a country ruled

by a ruthless military dictatorship for more

than 40 years;
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Our Projects

Burma Labour

Solidarity Organization
www.burmasolidarity.org/

BCGEU helps fund a
WO rke rS ! Safe h O u Se fo r Burmes_e migrant garment factory workers in Mae

O rg an IZ I ng and tral n I ng minimum of 11 hours a day for about $3.
initiatives.
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Our Projects

Acorn International Waste fgs s s e
Pickers Organizing 3R YOS S
Project, Dehli, India

www.acorninternational.orq/

Acorn Is working to help
thousands of waste b Vo s N G
pickers and informal slone, Whie they pay an imporiant recyeing rle.
garbage recyclers |n |nd|a’s they face regular harassment from Indian officials.
capital organize to improve wages
and conditions.
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Our Partner CoDev

CoDevelopment Canada
WWW.codeVv.org

we’re part of CoDev, a c O d ev

Vancouver-based NGO

that partners unions and
community groups in the
North and the South;
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Our Partner CoDev

CoDevelopment Canada A
Wwww.codev.org
It's the backbone for a C O d ev

range of projects that
expand workers’ rights, \ /
strengthen community

organizing, build solidarity for public

education, and expand our understanding of
International issues.
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Café Etico

WwWw.etico.ca

e part of CoDev, Cafc CthO

fair trade. organic, bird frs:ndly flavour rich coffee
Café Etico sells | W)
premium organic fair trade coffee tea and
other products in B.C.;

e Café Etico is Canada's only unionized
coffee distributor;




Café Etico

o it fo_rms Iong cafc: étiCO &ég

lasting relation- 7 i oguaie bid ricadiy. tavour rchcoftcc
ships with small | W e e
scale coffee farmers and producer
cooperatives in Cuba, Guatemala, Mexico

and Nicaragua,

 for ordering information, contact David Noble,
BCGEU 604 291-9611.
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